Poetry Unit of Study

Grades 3 - 5

Tips for a Poetry Unit of Study
· Guiding students through several units of study in the writing workshop has given you a sense of the flow of a unit of study, no matter the genre.  Poetry should follow a similar structure.  You will notice that the “Writing Poetry Guide” outlines phases rather than weeks.  The amount of time for each phase varies depending on the needs of your students and the time in which you have to complete the unit.  You may wish to begin the immersion phase slightly before you expect them to engage in writing in this genre, using some of your reading time for immersing students in the genre of poetry.
· Teach children to OBSERVE as a way of gathering ideas.  Help them to observe the world as poets do, imagining possibilities in what they see.  This is a practice students will have experience with from the writing units of study in the earlier grades.
· Help students focus on language during your study of poetry.  Provide strips of paper to students who discover beautiful or rhythmic phrases in the oral language around them or in the books they read.  Model this by capturing students’ language you hear in the classroom on a strip of paper or narrative language as you read aloud.  Put these strips on a bulletin board that develops over time.
· Learning from mentor texts is a strategy that all writers employ and one that has had a strong presence in the writing units of study.  This is introduced to students in first and second grade so your incoming students should be increasingly familiar with how to do this.  Be sure to rely on your mentor texts to teach students throughout this unit of study.  Work with your school’s Consulting Teacher of Literacy, Literacy Coach or Librarian to find mentor texts.  The Plymouth public library is also a willing partner in finding and collecting books for you to use in your classroom.  See the resource “Selecting Mentor Texts for a Poetry Unit of Study” as well as the list of “Possible Mentor Texts for a Poetry Unit of Study” for ideas.
· Allow students to use their peers’ feedback in the classroom when it is time for them to select an idea from their notebook to draft.  Teach them to survey some of their classmates to ask:  Is this idea interesting to you?  What else would you like to hear?  What’s missing? 

· Above all, emphasize the message of the poem.  Consider author Ralph Fletcher’s perspective:
Maybe you’ve heard before that poetry is magic, and it made you roll your eyes, but I believe it’s true.  Poetry matters.  At the most important moments, when everyone else is silent, poetry rises to speak.

A beloved teacher retires.  Her students write a poem and, later, at the ceremony, read it aloud to honor her.

A big sister gets married.  Her little sister writes a poem and reads it at the reception.

At funerals, graduations, fiftieth wedding anniversaries, birthday parties, at the inauguration of a president, people gather to read – what?  Not stories – not articles or plays.  They read poems.

I think the reason is partly because poems are so intimate.  Often we write poems for personal reasons.  A girl likes a boy, writes him a love poem, and slips it into his backpack where she knows he will find it.  

It has been said that writing a poem for someone else is like giving blood because it comes from the heart of the writer and goes to the heart of the receiver.  Poems are filled with words from the heart.

 from Poetry Matters:  Writing a Poem from the Inside Out, pages 6-7
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